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Session 11 - Shu'ayb, and the Pattern Named

Al-A'raf 7:85-89
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And to [the people of] Madyan [We sent] their brother Shu'ayb. He said, "O my people, Worshlp Allah; you have
no deity other than Him. There has come to you clear evidence from your Lord. So fulfill the measure and weight
and do not deprive people of their due and cause not corruption upon the earth after its reformation. That is
better for you, if you should be believers.
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And do not sit on every path, threatening and averting from the way of Allah those who believe in Him, seeking
to make it [seem] deviant. And remember when you were few and He increased you. And see how was the end
of the corrupters.
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And if there should be a group among you who has believed in that with which | have been sent and a group
that has not believed, then be patient until Allah judges between us. And He is the best of judges.”


https://halaqa.imatx.org/
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Said the eminent ones who were arrogant among his people, “We will surely evict you, O Shu'ayb, and those who
have believed with you from our city, or you must return to our religion." He said, "Even if we were unwilling?"
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We would have invented against Allah a lie if we returned to your religion after Allah had saved us from it. And it
is not for us to return to it except that Allah, our Lord, should will. Our Lord has encompassed all things in
knowledge. Upon Allah we have relied. Our Lord, decide between us and our people in truth, and You are the
best of those who give decision.”

Al-A'raf 7:90-102
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Said the eminent ones who disbelieved among his people, “If you should follow Shu'ayb, indeed, you would then
be losers."
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So the earthquake seized them, and they became within their home [corpses] fallen prone.
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Those who denied Shu'ayb - it was as though they had never resided there. Those who denled Shu'ayb - it was
they who were the losers.
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And he turned away from them and said, "O my people, | had certamly conveyed to you the messages of my
Lord and advised you, so how could | grieve for a disbelieving people?”
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And We sent to no city a prophet [who was denied] except that We seized its people with poverty and hardship
that they might humble themselves [to Allah].
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Then We exchanged in place of the bad [condition], good, until they increased [and prospered] and said, "Our
fathers [also] were touched with hardship and ease." So We seized them suddenly while they did not perceive.
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And if only the people of the cities had believed and feared Allah, We would have opened upon them blessings
from the heaven and the earth; but they denied [the messengers], so We seized them for what they were
earning.
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Then, did the people of the cities feel secure from Our punishment coming to them at night while they were
asleep?
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Or did the people of the cities feel secure from Our punishment coming to them in the morning while they were
at play?
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Then did they feel secure from the plan of Allah? But no one feels secure from the plan of Allah except the
losing people.
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Has it not become clear to those who inherited the earth after its [previous] people that if We willed, We could
afflict them for their sins? But We seal over their hearts so they do not hear.
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Those cities - We relate to you, [O Muhammad], some of their news. And certalnly did their messengers come to
them with clear proofs, but they were not to believe in that which they had denied before. Thus does Allah seal
over the hearts of the disbelievers.
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And We did not find for most of them any covenant; but indeed, We found most of them defiantly disobedient.



Three questions
You may pass or use a general example; sharing something personal is optional.
Q1-7:85

“So fulfill the measure and weight and do not deprive people of their due” (tabkhasd). Al-Qurtubi reads it widely:
running down someone’s goods, talking a seller out of them, cheating on the value, tricks in measuring. Where is
it easiest to give a little less than full measure, in work, in time or in a price, and what helps us give it in full?

Q2-7:95

“Our fathers [also] were touched with hardship and ease.” Ibn Kathir: they saw only a cycle, and did not see that
Allah was testing them in both. When a good stretch or a hard one comes, what makes it easy to say “that's just
life”, and what helps us remember it is from Allah?

Q3-7:90-92

“If you should follow Shu'ayb, indeed, you would then be losers.” Then: “Those who denied Shu'ayb - it was they
who were the losers” (khasirdn). When has doing the right thing felt like a loss to you, and how do you count it
now?

Five words: \,.};g tabkhasd do not cut short (7:85) - ca\ iftah decide (7:89) - \yzﬁ ‘afaw they grew many (7:95) -
: 'S’ barakatin blessings (7:96) - \;eb\ afa-amind did they feel secure (7:99)
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One thing to carry: One place | may be giving less than full is ... One good thing | will thank Allah for,
and not call luck, is ...

Room to write.
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