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Session 06 - The Deniers' Dialogue

Al-A'raf 7:37-39

Translation — Saheeh International
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And who is more unjust than one who invents about Allah a lie or denies His verses? Those will attain their
portion of the decree until when Our messengers come to them to take them in death, they will say, "Where are
those you used to invoke besides Allah?" They will say, "“They have departed from us,” and will bear witness
against themselves that they were disbelievers.
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[Allah] will say, "Enter among nations which had passed on before you of jinn and mankind into the Fire." Every
time a nation enters, it will curse its sister until, when they have all overtaken one another therein, the last of
them will say about the first of them "Our Lord, these had misled us, so give them a double punishment of the
Fire. He will say, "For each is double, but you do not know.”
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And the first of them will say to the last of them, Then you had not any favor over us, so taste the punishment
for what you used to earn.”
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Indeed, those who deny Our verses and are arrogant toward them - the gates of Heaven WI|| not be opened for
them, nor will they enter Paradise until a camel enters into the eye of a needle. And thus do We recompense the
criminals.
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They will have from Hell a bed and over them coverings [of fire]. And thus do We recompense the wrongdoers.
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But those who believed and did righteous deeds - We charge no soul except [W|th|n] its capacity. Those are the
companions of Paradise; they will abide therein eternally.
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And We will have removed whatever is within their breasts of resentment, [while] flowing beneath them are
rivers. And they will say, "Praise to Allah, who has guided us to this; and we would never have been guided if Allah
had not guided us. Certainly the messengers of our Lord had come with the truth.” And they will be called, “This
is Paradise, which you have been made to inherit for what you used to do."
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Three questions

You may pass or use a general example; sharing something personal is optional.
Q1

At death the angels ask: “Where are those you used to invoke besides Allah?” And the answer is: “They have
departed from us.” Leave the people in the ayah aside for a moment. What do we lean on in an ordinary week
that will not be there at the end? What does leaning on Allah look like on a busy day?

Q2

In ayah 38 the followers say about their leaders: “these had misled us”, and Allah answers: “For each is double.”
In ayah 39 the leaders tell the followers: “you had not any favor over us”. In ordinary life, when is “someone else
led me into it” true, and when is it a way of not owning our own choice? What makes owning our part hard, and
what helps?

Q3

In the middle of the promise of Paradise, ayah 42 stops to say: “We charge no soul except [within] its capacity.”
The word is wus’, what a soul can carry. Where in your practice do you feel you can never do enough? What
changes if the measure is your own capacity, and not someone else's?

Four words

ij:”“' nasibuhum their portion (7:37) - :}%\ al-jamalu the camel (7:40) T@M; wus‘aha its capacity (7:42) - ks
hadana He guided us (7:43)

One thing to carry

One thing | lean on more than | should is ......... One grudge | would like to put down is ...

Room to write, during the session or after it.
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